THE GREAT TUDORS
man of contemplation. His sermons consisted of tales
and fables, dialogues and dreams. He would dance and
hop and leap, and use histrionical gestures in the pulpit.
At which he was once so violent, stamping so much, that
the pulpit brake, and he fell down, and brake his legs,
whereof he died."
Latimer, for his part, was preaching the doctrines of
reform as energetically as before his recantation. But in the
meantime the political situation had changed. Henry was
in the first flush of his second marriage; Latimer was per-
sonally popular with Anne Boleyn; the King was beginning
to lay hands on the treasures of the smaller monasteries; Ms
friend Sir Thomas More, the man Henry loved most in his
life, had resigned the Chancellorship on the question of the
Act of Supremacy. In 1535 Latimer was back in London.
More was awaiting the verdict of the Commissioners in a
garden shed at Lambeth when, as he wrote to his daughter,
he had a glimpse of Latimer walking in the garden with
several doctors and chaplains. " And very merry I saw
him: for he laughed, and took one or twain about the neck
so handsomely that if they had been women, I should have
weened he had been waxen wanton."
Not long after More met his martyr's death Latimer was
consecrated Bishop and appointed to the see of Worcester,
which at that time comprised as well the united diocese of
Gloucester and Bristol. In a short essay it is impossible to
say much of his work during the three years and nine months
of his episcopate. He worked assiduously at carrying out
the principles of reform, at raising the standard of education
amongst the clergy and seeing to it that they studied and
expounded the Bible. He was ex qfficio Cromwell's instru-
ment for the suppression of monasteries in his diocese; he
became the advocate of innumerable heads of houses against
the oppression of CromwelPs commissioners. Neither did
he forget to support the interests of those whose tie with him
was more personal. In November 1537 he writes to Crom-
well, " I am in a faint weariness over all my body, but chiefly
in ^ the small of my back; but I have a good nurse, good
Mistress Statham, which, seeing what case I was in, hath
fetched me home to her house, and doth pymper me with all
diligence: for I fear a consumption." In the following
June he wrote, " God prosper you with good remembrance
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